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It is with so much joy that I write this let-
ter to each of you!  Part of the joy is felt 
reflecting on God’s movement in my life, 
partly in how each one of you have so in-
tricately played a part in different pieces of 
my nomadic ministry journeys, but mostly, 

my joy comes from God allowing me to 
walk forward in a short term trip to Africa 

as He unites His great movement in my life 

with His great movement throughout this 
world! I am eager to share more with you 

as well as invite you to join!   

 
Thank you for taking time to read this let-

ter!  I hope it leaves you stirred for God 

and His movement.  I wait with lots of 
hope and expectation to see who He will 

call along side me for this trip.  Africa has 

been a long time coming in my life and I 
am excited to share it with you as I walk in 

the fullness of God’s calling on my life re-
garding this trip.   
 
“Through him and for his name’s sake, we 
have received grace and apostleship to call 
people from among all the Gentiles to the 

obedience that comes from faith.”  -
Romans 1:5 
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to Africa...to Africa...to Africa...to Africa...    

As you are aware, four years ago my life 
took an exciting and unexpected (to say 
the least) avenue. Through traveling to 
Geneva, Switzerland with Youth for 
Christ, I came to know a faithful, serving, 
good and mightily moving God. I worked 
as a missionary within the international 
community as a youth intern and commu-
nications coordinator. Not only did this 
grow my love for the Father, it also 
strengthened my desire to live missions 
out as a lifestyle; to engage in the world 
around me each day for the sake of the 
ministry of reconciliation back to God! 
 
It was actually two years preceding my 
time in Switzerland that the Lord laid Af-
rica on my heart. As I contemplated 
spending the summer of 2004 in Africa I 
ended up walking into a different oppor-
tunity (working as a youth intern in Mans-
field, Texas) that would ultimately push 
me into a five year career in student min-
istry. This is just evidence of God’s grace!  
As a side note, in the months leading up 
to Switzerland I would have given my 
right arm to reside and start my life, dig-
ging deep, DEEP, roots in Mansfield.  I 
am so thankful for the unexpected! Al-
though my roots have grown deeper in 
The Lord, I could have never understood 
how the lack of “home roots” through a 
consistent nomadic lifestyle would pro-
duce such a life pattern for missional liv-
ing. Eachstep has unknowingly led me 
and stirred me specifically for this trip! 

Fast forward...through the course of 
learning about practical needs in Africa, 
many conversations with friends, blog 
stalking people connected to Ethiopia 
(seriously!!!), reading a book and spon-
soring a child in Ethiopia (wow...that’s an 
exhaustive list!!!) my heart grew and 
grew for this country.  In the meantime I 
started to attend The Village Church in 
Dallas.  And of course during all of this 
time my heart continued longing to be 
back in the world serving in some capac-
ity.  The Village was involved in Africa but 
Ethiopia was not offered as I was feeling 
led to pursue a trip. What to do!? FI-
NALLY, one day an email went out and 
Ethiopia was listed as a short term trip 
through The Village!  My heart was ec-
static!  God was bringing this 6 year lead-
ing into fruition! 
 
On July 21st I will leave to support the 
ministry of a family serving on behalf of 
The Village Church in Langano, Ethiopia.  
We will primarily serve at a sports camp.  
Camps are a powerful ministry tool used 
in Ethiopia where deep relationships are 
formed, God’s love is shared, and camp-
ers are impacted for eternity. I am so 
looking forward to serve these youth and 
the missionary family in Langano and see 
how God grows my heart for the people 
of Ethiopia! 
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Population:  
81,522,000 
 
 
116 Total People 
Groups 
 
20 Unreached People 
Groups 
 
17.2 % of People 
Groups Unreached 

 
 

 
 
The parties involved: 
 
 
The Village Church 
thevillagechurch.net 
 
The Smith Family 
smithsinethiopia.com 
 
Sports Friends 
sports-friends.org 
 
Ashley Marble :) 

Ashleydmarble.wordpress.com 

 

It is a joy to invite you to prayerfully consider being a part of my ministry team for this trip to Africa.  

Please consider becoming a partner in one or more of the following ways: 
 

1.  Prayer: Committing to pray over our team leading up to and during our trip.  E-mail me to receive updates. 
 

2.  Donations: I will take a suitcase of donations; please contact me if you are interested in item donation. 
 
3.  Financial Support: Our team of 14 is raising $3500 per person. I am responsible for raising 100% of my sup-
port.  Please send a check payable to “The Village Church” and put my name on the memo line, denoting “Ethiopia 
2– Ashley Marble.”  Mail the check to The Village Church, ATTN:  Financial Dept, 2101 Justin Road, Flower Mound, 
TX 75028. 
 

ashleydmarble@gmail.com 
972.322.7252 


